
                                                     

Introduction 

 
The Information Society is bringing about radical changes in the way 
people work and interact with each other and with information, and 
offers new opportunities to improve the quality of human life. The target 
user population addressed is broadening, while the availability, type, 
functionality and content of new products and services is expanding, 
and access technologies are being diversified. At the same time, 
however, each new generation of technology has the potential of 
introducing new difficulties and barriers in the use of products and 
services - and eventually in everyday life, and new forms of social 
exclusion and discrimination. 
 

The European Design for All e-
Accessibility Network (EDeAN), which 
was established by the European 
Commission in 2002, contributes 
addressing this potential danger by to 
promoting awareness and application of 
Design for All and Universal Access 

principles among the European Union member-states.  
 
GR-DeAN 
 
The Greek node of the EDeAN Network is GR-DeAN, coordinated by the 

Centre for Universal Access and 
Assistive Technologies of ICS-
FORTH, which is the National 
Contact Centre of EDeAN in Greece, 
acting in cooperation with the Greek 

National Confederation of Disabled People (ESAEA). 
 
GR-DeAN Virtual Networking  
 
The networking activities of GR-DeAN are supported by the accessible 
web portal www.e-accessibility.gr. 
 
A number of services and tools are available to registered users of the 
portal, including: a Message board, chat facility, a documents area for 
uploading and downloading material, an additional useful links area, etc. 
 

GR-DeAN Special Interest Groups and Technology Showcase 
 
In the context of GR-DeAN activities, five Special Interest Groups (SIGs) 
have been created to support and encourage discussion, and provide a 
virtual meeting space for people sharing common interests in issues 
related to Universal Access and Design for All. The SIGs operate through 
the accessible web portal www.e-accessibility.gr 
 

 
Discussion Forum in the GR-DeAN portal 

 
The GR-DeAN SIGs are: 

• Research, New Technologies and Accessibility (SIG1)  
• Curricula for Design for All (SIG2)  
• Policy, Regulation and Legislation (SIG3)  
• Technology Applications Examples of Use (SIG4)  
• e-Accessibility Forum (SIG5)  

 
In addition, registered users of the e-accessibility web 
portal have access to the GR-DeAN Technology 
Showcase. The Technology Showcase presents state of 
the art technologies as examples of good practice related 
to the application of the principles of "Universal Access" 
and "Design for All". All the products and examples 
included in the showcase have been designed and 
developed in Greece. 
 

 



                                                     

 
Contact Information: 

GR-DeAN is open to all interested parties, such as end user 
communities, academic institutions and other centres of 
education, research & development organizations specialising in 
the fields of "Design for All" and "Universal Access", ministries, as 
well as companies, designers, developers, and individual 
researchers and professionals with relevant expertise.  

For additional information please contact: 

GR-DeAN Coordinator  
Centre for Universal Access and Assistive Technologies 
Institute of Computer Science - Foundation of Research and 
Technology-Hellas, GR-71110 Heraklion, Crete, Greece 

Contact person: Sifis Klironomos 
tel: +30-2810-391592  Fax: +30-2810-391740  
Email: gr-dean@e-accessibility.gr 
URL: www.e-accessibility.gr 

ESAEA 
National Confederation of People with Disability 
Mylleroy 1, GR-10436 Athens, Greece 

Contact person: Anthi Hatjipetrou 
Tel: +30-210-5238961, Fax: +30-210-5238967 
E mail: esaea@otenet.gr 
URL: www.esaea.gr 

 

GR-DeAN: http://www.e-accessibility.gr 

EDeAN: http://www.e-accessibility.org 

eEurope:   http://europa.eu.int/information_society/eeurope 

 
National Network GR-DeAN 

Universal Access in the Information Society 
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